The Town of Leesburg
Leesburg Tree Commission
MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, June 18, 2024 7:00PM
Town Hall, Lower-Level Conference Room II

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Earl Hower (24), Chair
John Groothuis (26), Vice Chair
Frank Schneider (26), Member 
Elizabeth Welch (24), Member 
Tara Holt (26), Member

ELECTRONIC PARTICIPATION:	
N/A

ABSENT: 	
Phil Marshall (24), Member
Joe Garnreiter (24), Member

COUNCIL PRESENT:					
N/A 

STAFF PRESENT:
Noble Atkins, Urban Forester, Commission Liaison

PUBLIC PRESENT:
Chris Spight, Northern Virginia Tree Experts

1) CALL TO ORDER/ROLLCALL 					
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Hower at 7:04 pm.

2) APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
Mr. Hower motioned to approve the June 18, 2024 agenda.
Motion to approve:	Schneider
Second:		Groothuis
Carried:		5-0-2		 

3) APPROVAL OF THE MAY 21, 2024 MINUTES 	
Mr. Hower motioned to approve the May 21, 2024 minutes.
Motion to approve:	Schneider
Second:		Welch
Carried:		4-0-2	

4) PUBLIC COMMENTS  
Mr. Spight commented on the lack of SLF in Fairfax, but the presence of Crape Myrtle Scale in Fairfax

5) COUNCIL COMMENTS 
N/A

6) STAFF COMMENTS
Mr. Atkins updated the Commission on the 2 volunteer planting events that took place in the previous weeks.  The first was done by S-Works Construction and the second was by a local Girl Scout Troop.  Trees were planted around the Best Buy pond.

7) SUBCOMMITTEES 									 
Adopt A Spot 
Mr. Marshall, Mr. Schneider and Mr. Hower discussed their latest efforts at the Pie Island Adopt-a-spot.

8) OLD BUSINESS 	
a) Treesburg/S-Works Tree Planting – After Action
40 trees planted by SWorks.  5 trees planted by Girl Scout Troop
b) Tree Commission FY ’24 Council Report (June 25) – Approval
Date TBD, July 16th to be confirmed.
c) Treesburg Initiative (Fall Event) – Preliminary Plans
Mrs. Welch recommended using an iPad with digital form to log tree giveaways in future.  Mr. Garnreiter will report at the next meeting.  Mrs. Welch will contact the local High Schools to muster support for planting opportunities.

9) NEW BUSINESS 								
a) Tree Commission Photo for Website
Will discuss at July Meeting.
b) Alliance for Community Trees Network – Town Membership
Will discuss at July Meeting.

10) COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS 	
Mr. Groothuis discussed a planting effort at Michigan Tech where 1000 trees were planted.  Mrs. Holt discussed spongy moth (gypsy) report infestation in NY.  Mrs. Welch will continue to communicate with LIRA.  She will also send the latest Tree Walk app texts to Mr. Hower for review.  The historic log cabin log type was discussed.

11) ADJOURNMENT 				 
Commissioner Hower made a motion to adjourn.  
Motion to approve:	Groothuis
Second:		Holt
Carried:		5-0-2	

The meeting adjourned at 8:09 PM

