The Town of Leesburg
Leesburg Tree Commission
MEETING MINUTES - DRAFT
Tuesday, April 11, 2023 7:00PM
Town Hall, Lower-Level Conference Room II

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Earl Hower (24), Chair
John Groothuis (26), Vice Chair
Joe Garnreiter (24), Member
Phil Marshall (24), Member 
Frank Schneider (26), Member 
Elizabeth Welch (24), Member 


ELECTRONIC PARTICIPATION:	
NA

ABSENT: 					
Tom Stokes (26), Member 	

COUNCIL PRESENT:					
NA 

STAFF PRESENT:

Noble Atkins, Urban Forester, Commission Liaison

PUBLIC PRESENT:
NA

1) CALL TO ORDER/ROLLCALL 					
The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Groothuis at 7:05 pm. Chairman Hower was late to arrive due to attending the Town Council meeting to receive the Arbor Day Proclamation.

2) APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
The Chairman noted that Mr. Stokes was absent and had potentially resigned his position on the Tree Commission.  Mr. Marshall motioned to approve the April 11, 2023 agenda.
Motion to approve:	Marshall
Second:		Welch
Carried:		5-0-2			 

3) APPROVAL OF THE MARCH 21, 2022 MINUTES 	
Mr. Marshall motioned to approve the March 21, 2022 minutes.
Motion to approve:	Marshall
Second:		Garnreiter
Carried:		5-0-2	

4) PUBLIC COMMENTS  
NA


5) SUBCOMMITTEES 									 
Adopt A Spot 
Mr. Marshall agreed to remove four ornamental grasses that the Town Landscape Architect Bill Ference recommended for removal.

6) OLD BUSINESS 										
a) Tree Tour App
Mr. Welch recommended that the Tree Tour App was put on hold until May-June when all the leaves were in full bloom.

b) 2023 Flower & Garden Festival (April 15-16) – Volunteer Staffing 
A sign-up sheet was circulated and signed for volunteer spots at the F&G Festival.

	c) 2023 Leesburg Arbor Day Tree and 4th Grade Foresters (April 28) – 
Mr. Marshall announced that the school had not responded to the most recent request from the Tree Commission so the quantity of tree seedlings to set aside for them was not known yet.

7) NEW BUSINESS 								
a) Town commissioners’ Networking Meeting Presentation (March 30) 
Mr. Marshall recapped what he discussed at the networking event.

b) Combined 2021-2022 Tree Commission Report to Council
The date of presentation to the Town Council was discussed.
						 
8) COUNCIL COMMENTS 
NA

9) STAFF COMMENTS
Mr. Atkins noted that the F&G Festival materials had arrived including seedlings, brochures, and paper bags for the seedling giveaways.  Mr. Spight will provide the 5th River Birch tree and the TC will reimburse him. Meadows Farms agreed to provide coupons to Mr. Marshall to give away in the TC booth at the F&G festival.

10) COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS 	
Loudoun Now printed a 2-page spread on the Tree Commission in the latest paper. Mr. Hower requested five hundred copies of the proper tree planting method to accompany the seedling giveaways.  Mr. Hower discussed having a conversation with EAC regarding partnering with them.  He also called the Federal Government to inquire about the tree planting funds available in the spending bill.  Purcellville offered free trees to citizens and Mr. Atkins volunteered to inquire as to who funded the tree giveaway.  Mr. Garnreiter announced he would bring several plumb trees to the F&G festival to giveaway.  Mr. Hower also agreed to bring some plumb trees to giveaway.    

11) ADJOURNMENT 				 
Commissioner Marshall made a motion to adjourn.  
Motion to approve:	Marshall
Second:		Schneider
Carried:		6-0-1	

The meeting adjourned at 7:40 PM

