The Town of Leesburg
Leesburg Tree Commission
MEETING MINUTES - DRAFT
Tuesday, August 22, 2023 7:00PM
Town Hall, Lower-Level Conference Room II

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Earl Hower (24), Chair
John Groothuis (26), Vice Chair
Frank Schneider (26), Member 
Elizabeth Welch (24), Member 
Joe Garnreiter (24), Member
Roberta Griffith (26), Member
Phil Marshall (24), Member


ELECTRONIC PARTICIPATION:	
N/A

ABSENT: 	
N/A		

COUNCIL PRESENT:					
N/A 

STAFF PRESENT:

Noble Atkins, Urban Forester, Commission Liaison

PUBLIC PRESENT:
Mrs. Chu

1) CALL TO ORDER/ROLLCALL 					
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Hower at 7:04 pm.

2) APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
Mr. Hower motioned to approve the August 22, 2023 agenda.
Motion to approve:	Schneider
Second:		Garnreiter
Carried:		7-0-0			 

3) APPROVAL OF THE JULY 18, 2022 MINUTES 	
Mr. Hower motioned to approve the July 18, 2022 minutes.
Motion to approve:	Schneider
Second:		Welch
Carried:		7-0-0	

4) PUBLIC COMMENTS  
N/A


5) SUBCOMMITTEES 									 
Adopt A Spot 
Mr. Marshall updated the Commission on his regular visits to clean up the spot.  Meadows Farms Adopt a Spot is overgrown again, despite Mr. Hower and Mr. Atkins cleaning it up at separate times.

6) OLD BUSINESS 	
a) Tree Tour App – Design Progress Update 
Mr. Garnreiter & Mr. Marshall updated the Commission on the App.  The first draft recording was not clear and will need to be re-recorded. The Town App liaison Mrs. Arnett asked for a site walk with the Commission members.  
b) Spotted Lantern Fly/Tree of Heaven Awareness-Eradication Campaign
Calls and emails are arriving every day to town emails.  Mrs. Welch updated social media regarding the invasives.  Commission members discussed invasive sightings around Town.
c) Treesburg.org Cooperative Tree Planting Initiative with EAC – Status Update 
Mr. Marshall will attend the next EAC meeting to discuss the joint tree planting.  The EAC Town liaison Mrs. Moran reported that the EAC was agreeable to a joint tree planting effort.
d) Town Reforestation Public/Street Tree Locations – Commissioner’s Sites
Mr. Hower updated the Commission to the Inflation Reduction Act and the funds available for tree planting grants.  Mr. Schneider offered his help in applying for the grants.  4 Medians have been encumbered to replant this Fall, more will follow as funds allow.
e) Tree Commission FY-2024 Budget
Awaiting response from Accounting.

7) NEW BUSINESS 								
N/A
						 
8) COUNCIL COMMENTS 
N/A

9) STAFF COMMENTS
N/A

10) COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS 	
Mr. Garnreiter recommended changing one of the Tree Walk trees to another better specimen.

11) ADJOURNMENT 				 
Commissioner Hower made a motion to adjourn.  
Motion to approve:	Marshall
Second:		Welch
Carried:		7-0-0	

The meeting adjourned at 8:02 PM

