Leesburg Tree Commission       
Minutes
The Leesburg Tree Commission met on Tuesday, August 16th , 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the main level conference room II at Town Hall, Leesburg, Virginia
Present:  Chairman Earl Hower, Commissioners:  Philip Marshall, Elizabeth Welch
                John Groothuis, Joe Garnreiter, Tom Stokes
Electronic Participation:  NA

Absent:  Patricia Hatfield
Council:  NA

Staff:      Bill Ference, DPW&CP
Public: Jennifer Chu
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Hower at 7:03 pm
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
A motion was made by Commissioner Marshall to approve the August 16, 2022 agenda
Motion to approve: Marshall
Second:                   Welch
Carried:                   5-0      2 absent
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
A motion was made by Commissioner Marshall to approve the June 21, 2022 minutes  

( Note: No July meeting)
Motion to approve:   Marshall 
Second:
           Welch
Carried:                      3-0 -1    3 abstained
PUBLIC COMMENTS

None
SUBCOMMITTEES

Adopt -A- Spot Program
There was discussion of the condition of the plant material and the presence of the Tool Truck.  The use of a new type of weed killer was proposed
OLD BUSINESS
2023  Fiscal Year Budget
Bill Ference stated that the current fiscal year ends on June 30.
There was discussion regarding the limited budget available.  Bill Ference stated that the operations budget was $1800.

Arbor Day Trees for 2021 & 2022

Chairman Hower said that he was looking into changing the signs.

2022 tree looks to be in good shape

Bill Ference selected select an existing tree ( London Plane) near the Battlefield Parkway / Rt 15 bypass to be designated as the 2022 tree.

Tree Tour App

Commissioner Welch stated that she would be working with Kara Rodriguez to get the app operable.

2021 Commission Report to Council

Chairman Hower passed around a draft of the report and asked for comments.
Ten Year Tree Canopy Study

It was noted that the commission had worked with the Academies of Loudoun school on  a study initiated by Tyler Wright .  The commission does not have the report and follow-up is needed.  Bill Ference said that he had checked with multiple people at the Academies of Loudoun and was unable to find anyone who was aware of the project, and suggested that he would try to check Tyler Wright’s computer records.
Treesburg.Org Cooperative Tree Planting Initiative
This a proposed joint effort between the Tree Commission and EAC to get more trees planted in town.  EAC member Bill Replogle has purchased rights and trademark for the name “ Treesburg”.  Commissioners Marshal and Garnreiter have volunteered to work on this.
Liberty Street Storage Unit

Chairman Hower stated that some work needs to be done to organize this space.  He and Bill Ference met to deposit some additional items there including the signpost for the heritage tree.  
Memorial Tree For Tyler Wright
American chestnut has been selected as the memorial tree. Bill will follow up with the American Chestnut Foundation for a possible donation. The ceremony is tentatively planned for October 6th.

Tree City USA Award Submission for 2022

Bill Ference passed out a letter from the National Arbor Day Foundation on the status of this application.
Tree Bank

Bill Ference updated the commission on the status of the Towns efforts to update the Zoning Ordinance governing the Tree Bank and confirming the process to accessing the funds for planting projects.
NEW BUSINESS
Spotted Lanternfly Update

Bill Ference gave an update on the Towns efforts in combating this new pest.  A podcast is scheduled for August 26th at 11:30 AM, hosted by the county extension agent.  Arrangements are being made for spraying if necessary
Leesburg Heritage Tree damage

Bill Ference updated the Commission on the recent loss of a large limb on this tree and the plans to follow up on ongoing care.

Urban Forester Position interviews

Bill Ference advised that interviews had begun for the position and the Chairman Hower had agreed to participate in the second round.
COUNCIL COMMENTS
None
STAFF COMMENTS

None
COMMISSION COMMENTS

Commissioner Stokes shared that a large Kentucky coffee tree had been removed on Belmont Place.
ADJOURNMENT
Commissioner Marshall made a motion to adjourn at 8:24 pm
Motion to approve:   Marshall
Second:  Garnreiter
Carried:    6-0-1  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:24 PM
