Leesburg Tree Commission       
Minutes
The Leesburg Tree Commission met on Tuesday, September 20th , 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the main level conference room II at Town Hall, Leesburg, Virginia
Present:  Chairman Earl Hower, Commissioners:  Philip Marshall, Elizabeth Welch
                John Groothuis, Joe Garnreiter, Tom Stokes, Patricia Hatfield
Electronic Participation:  NA

Absent:  None
Council:  NA

Staff:      Bill Ference, DPW&CP
Public: Jennifer Chu Chris Spigt
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Hower at 7:04 pm
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
A motion was made by Commissioner Marshall to approve the August 16, 2022 agenda
Motion to approve: Marshall
Second:                   Groothuis
Carried:                   7-0
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
A motion was made by Commissioner Marshall to approve the August 20, 2022 minutes  

Motion to approve:   Marshall 
Second:
           Welch
Carried:                      6-0 -1    
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Chris Spigt reported that he had not yet seen SLF in Fairfax County, but had seen crape myrtle bark scale

SUBCOMMITTEES

Adopt -A- Spot Program
Earl Hower stated that he had installed some new plants this week
A cleanup is scheduled for late October
OLD BUSINESS
2023  Fiscal Year Budget
Bill Ference stated that the current fiscal year ends on June 30.
There was discussion regarding the limited budget available.  Bill Ference confirmed that the operations budget was $1800.

Arbor Day Trees for 2021 & 2022

Both trees look to be in good shape

Tree Tour App

Commissioner Welch stated that she has been in contact with Kara Rodriguez to get the app operable. The town is switching to a different format that will delay the apps availability slightly.
2021 Commission Report to Council

Chairman Hower will change “Draft” to “Report” and  include a picture of the 2021 Arbor Day Tree.
Ten Year Tree Canopy Study

No information has been located on this study.  Commissioner Marshall has located a possible contact in LCPS and will try to make contact with them.
Treesburg.Org Cooperative Tree Planting Initiative
General discussion was held on this proposed joint effort between the Tree Commission and EAC to get more trees planted in town.  EAC member Bill Replogle has purchased rights and trademark for the name “ Treesburg”.   Bill Ference was asked to provide a copy of a typical Board Resolution.
Memorial Tree For Tyler Wright
American chestnut has been selected as the memorial tree. Two will be planted at Ida Lee park at a ceremony on October 8th, 2022. The Town Managers office is arranging for the plaque and delivery of the trees. 
Tree City USA Award Submission for 2022

Bill Ference stated that we are up to date on the status of this award and that he would be working with the new Urban Forester on the 2022 application
Spotted Lanternfly Update

Bill Ference gave an update on the Towns efforts in combating this new pest, which has now been spotted at Ida Lee Park.  Arrangements are being made for spraying if necessary. There was general discussion on what can or cannot be done to address this issue.
Urban Forester Position interviews

Bill Ference advised that interviews had begun for the position and that they would be concluded the week of September 26th
NEW BUSINESS
COUNCIL COMMENTS
None
STAFF COMMENTS

None
COMMISSION COMMENTS

Commissioner Welch said that PawPaw seeds were available to anyone interested.
Commissioner Hatfield suggested that the Commission work with the Tree stewards and staff to initiate a neighborhood tree planting project.

ADJOURNMENT
Commissioner Marshall made a motion to adjourn at 8:24 pm
Motion to approve:   Marshall
Second:  Welch
Carried:    7-0-0  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:24 PM
